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The PRESIDEXT: 1 have received two
nominations, and as there are no others, I
declare nominations cloged. The twe nom-
inations 1 have received are thosc of Colonel
Collett nnd M. Bourke. Members will now
proceed to vote,

The Dallot having been completed by
members. present from both Iouses,

The PRESIDENT: Jt has been reported
te me that every hon. member has reeeived
a duly certified ballot paper, and 1 presume
that cach member has vofed. I therefore
declare the ballot closed. Tnder Standing
Order 15, governing the election ot a Sen-
ator, I have to appoint a member of each
House to act as a scrutineer with the Clerks
of the two Houses. On hehalf of the Legis-
lative Council, T appoint the Hou. J, Cor-
nell to he a scrutineer. I have consulted
with my friend, the Speaker of the Legis-
Jative Assembly (Hon. A. H. Panton), and,
at his suggestion, T appoint the member for
Forrest (Miss Holman) to act as serutineer
on hehalf of the Legislative Assembly.

The scrutineers, together with the Clerks,
tallied the votes, and submitted the result
of the hallot fo the President.

The PRESIDENT : The result of the bal-
lot is as follows:—
Mr. Boutke . . . . . 35
Colonel Coleit . . . 40

I declare Colonel Herbert Brayley Colleit,
Librarvian, of 75 Guildford voad, Mf. Law-
Yay, duly elected to fill the vacancy in the
Federal Senate caused by the resignation
of Sir Hal Colebateh. That concludes the
business of the joint sitting, and also the
joint sitiing of the two Houses,

The President left the Chair at 3.35 p.m,
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Sitting cuspesded during the joint sit-
ting of both Houses 1o elect « Federal Sen-
ator (ride report ante) from 250 p.m. to 4
FALR

FEDERAL SENATE—-VACANCY
FILLED.

The PRESTDEXT: I have to report that
as a result of a joint sitting of both Houses
of the State Parliament, Colonel H, B. Col-
lett was elected to fill the vacaney in the
vepresentation of Western Australia in the
Federal Senate, caused by the resignation
of Sir Hal Colebnteh.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,500,000,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (Fast) [44):
Since we met last year a general election
bas been held and we have had a ehange of
Government. With otherz, I congratnlate
My, Drew and Mr, Kitzon on the politieal
change that has altered their status in this
Chamber. At the same time, T wish to com-
miserate with Mr. Baxter, seeing that he is
not now able to continue the eontrol of the
proceadings which he o ably carried out
during the preeeding three vears. I regret
that prior fo the elections taking place, a
redistivibution of seats in the Legizlative
Assemhly was not decided upon, for I am
convinced that had such a redistribution
been made, more seats would have been al-
lorated to the goldfields. When the last
redizfribution was effected. T felt that an
injostice had been done to the inland areas
from which we derive so much of the rev-
enue that the Government relv upon. I an-
tieipate that the present Government will
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mote the appreciable inerease in the
number of people living on the gold-
fields, and that they will keep that

point in mind. 1 was disappointed that
the representation withdrawn from the gold-
fields areas under the latest redistribution of
eeats was allotted to the metropolitan area
instead of to the agricultural distriets.
Rather than they should be handed over to
the city nrea, [ would prefer additional seats
1o go to the goldfields, because the people
there are just as much concerned in primary
production as are those engaged in agrienl-
tural or pastoral pursuits. At the present
‘time the mining industry is doing wuch that
is essential in the interesis of the Empire.

Hon. (. Fraser: You evidently overlooked
that point when you voted for the latest re-
distribution of seats proposal.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: On the contrary,
I raised the point during the course of the
-debate on that legislation. TPeople have been
flocking to the goldfields areas becauze of
-the small returns ohtainable for wheat and
‘wool, On the other bhand, gold is worth to-
«day more than I can remember since the dis-
«covery of gold in this State. I have fre-
quently been appealed to by parents for
suggestions as to how best they can secure
employment for their sons. The same dilli-
culty has becn referred to by several other
hon. members who have spoken sinee the
session commenced. No doubt the Govern-
ment, in asking for the Supply covered hy
‘the Biil, intend to use some of the money to
pravide avennes for employment. We know
that some of the money is to be used to pro-
vide employment for men on the goldfields
because that is the best avenue for them to-
day. T have told people that it was useless
to endeavour to place their sons on farms or
pastoral holdings becanse of the low prices
obtained for the produets of those two indus-
‘tries. Whatever results may be obtained
from them, the farmers and the pastoralists
‘themselves seem to he fair game for the
“Commonwealth Government who make heavy
-demands npon their available funds by levy-
‘ing tariff charges on machinery, wire nething
-and all other requirements for the develop-
'ment of the industries. We can Sum up the
position regarding the man on the land by
-saying that he is toiling for the rest of the
¢ommunity. When I have been asked for ad-
‘vice as to the best means of securing employ-
ment for lads, I have suggested to parents
that they should send their bovs to the gold-
fields beeanse I helieve that part of the State
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is the only pluce where avenunes for employ-
ment ean be found with advantage. 1| agree
that those who are out of work have to be
maintained, but 1 do not agree that they
should be paid the stendard rate of wages,
1f the Government were to attempt anything
of that deseription, we would have numerous
Supply Bills presented asking for funds so
that the unemployed could be paid those
amounts. 1t would not be possible for the
taxpayers to find sulfieient money to enable
such wages to be paid if the men were en-
gaged on work of a non-reproductive natuve.
Wherever possible, they should be emploved
on work that will return sufficient to cover
the cost of wages. 1 often think that it
would be better for us if we could say to
those who are out of work and were not born
in Australia: Get out! Tt is ridiculons to
think that the State should be expected to
pay the standard rate of wages to thuse who
are oa} of work. During the election prioy
to that held recently, the present Premier
pointed out 2f one of his meetings that
any country that made such a proposal
would be overwhelmed by people from
other countries that did not embark upon
such a scheme, People from other lands
would rush to Western Australia and swamp
the country, whieh wonld be ruined n the
attempt to find funds to maintain the surplus
population of other wations. The general
election hrought in its train some important
ehanges. On this subjeet I should like to re-
{er to the appointment of Sir James Mitchell
as Lieut,-Governor and to say that ifa loeal
appointment had to be made I know of no
man who T would rather see oceupying the
high office than Sir James. TIn respect of
the principle, however, I regret that an
appointment was not made from the Old

Country. L am of opinion that the sav-
ing

Hon, E. H. Harris: Ts there to he a say
ing?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T doubt very
mueh, but I do feel that if we are making
a saving in one direction the rommunity js
suffering n loss in more ways than one. Tt
i a very gzood investment indeed to have g
Governor appointed from Great Britain.
hecause we know well that we need a great
deal of representation in the Homeland,
We require money from England, and we
expeet British people to invest money in our
State. The people of Great Britain are
not likely to entrust any money In our rare
unless they have in the State n direel ro-



[27 Jury, 1933.]

presentative, somebody who will give them
definite advice from their point of view
rather than from the Australian point of
view. It would be interesting to know how
much of the Supply we are being asked to
vote is likely to be used in connection with
the appointment of the Lieut.-Governor.
The upkeep of Government House would
sfill be the same, whether the appointment
was made locally or from Emgland. Like-
wise the grounds wounld have to be cared
for whether the residence was occupied hy
a loeal or a British Governor. It would
have heen of the utmost importance for ne
to have a Governor from England remember-
ing the vesult of the seccession vote. On
this question also it would be interesting to
know how much from the Supply Bill is to
be devoted towards pursning further the
decision of the people. Of course I have
no veason fo believe other than that the
Government are going to push the matter
forward strongly, because we know the feel-
ing of the community, a feeling which I
think is growing. Even the Commonwealth
Government themselves are acknowledging
that they have not done as much by way
of helping in the development of Australia
as they shomld have done. Thisz we gather
from the fact that now the Commonwealth
want to fake over the northern part of
Australia,  Evidently they have begun {n
realise that something in a biz way has to
be done. The Commonwealth have ham-
strung vs at every turn by their enormous
tariff. Whether it wos in the north or the
south, we as g State have had to ineunr great
expense by reason of the Tederal tarift.
The Wyndham freezing works. for instance
have been heavily handicapped by the enox-
mous Juties levied on machinery required
there. The Federal Government, hy means
of their tariff, have absolutely blocked the
States from progressing,. We know that
when Federation was entered wupon it wa«
the one fear that the setflers had that the
Federal Government would not take a hroad
view. and allow to the Statee a sufficient
amount with which to earry on the work
of development, Time has proved that those
Tears were very well hased.

Hon. Rir Charles Nathan intefjected.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : T do not know
of any offer that was made five vears ago
except it was extremely in their own favour.
What has oceurred was never expecte? ~
the early framers of the Constitnfion. T
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om satisfied that the State ecan hetter bandle
the development of its own territory than
call the Commonwealth. Tt was doing =o
very well before we entered into Federation.
Our shipping is net likely to improve under
Federal control, while with vezard to the
freezing works I understand that the Comn.
monwealth have turned down a good pro-
position which has been made, because it
was interfering, probably, with some of the
channels that they hoped to keep open
specially for themselves. I hape that nego-
tiations will be finalised in the direction that
will further help the Wyndham freeziny
works and the settlers in the pastoral areas
who are hoping that by chilling and export-
ing the chilled beof they will materially
assist the north. One natorvally asks what
has the Commonwealth done for the North-
ern Territory. T do not think we ean view
the results there with any degree of satis-
faction. The development that has taken
place in the Northern Territory is eertainly
rot an enconragement to invite the Com-
monwenlth to do likewise in our own areas
in Lhe Xorth. Tt is suggested that we
want to encourage the investment of
eapital in  anr hack ecountrr, but we
have gone so far in  the direetion
of destroving confidenee that it s
diMfieult tn raise money. We are looking
more and more to loan monev to enable us
to earry out works that should he done out
of revenne. We are going to be asked to
find loan money for railwavs and we know
full well it is goine to be expended in those
direetions for which big freights have heen
levied. One has enly te travel along the
railwavs lines to sce that they have heen
going bark. The railways hare made heavy
demands upon the community, and it is sad
to think that we now have to find larger
amounts praectienlly to maintain the ordin-
ary service and build up where there has
heen a falling back. We are aware that
settlers are nat in a position to earry on
much development work and maintain the
improvements that have been made in past
vears, and that the majority find it impos-
sible to horrow money under exisling con-
ditions. At the same time we find that the
Governmeni are not taking a very strong
stand in that direetion, hecause thex are
Lorrowing and spending moncy almost as
freely as was done in prosperous times.
Amongst the producers a great many have
made up their minds not to use any money
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that might be available. It is available fo
a fair number but in view of the outlook
they are not inclined to increase their liabil-
ities. At the same time there are some who
do not take the same serious view of liabil-
ities and are prepared to borrow. Also there
are those who do not mind what rate of
interest they pay. It is in that direction
that the Federal Governmeni, as well as
the State Governments, have for a long time
been in competition with private enterprise.
That is one reason why the British investor,
and the investor from outside, whom we
should encourage have been more inclined
to lend their money fo the Government, who
can make the whole eountry responsible
fur it, rather than bring it over here and
invest it for themselves. Those investors
are taking far less risk in lending to the Gov-
cernments than in lending to private persons
suffering from the effects of low prices of
commodities. 1 hope we can look forward
to the time when the Government will take
a very much stronger hand in reducing this
constant borrowing, which is entirely op-
posed to the welfare of the country. It is
far better to leave the money for private
enterprise. In that connection I will hearti-
ly applaud the Federal Government if only
they will encourage the lending of money
to private individvals. We had expected
much from the World Kconomiec Confer-
enee, but it strikes me that conference has
rather failed. Certainly a great deal of
good may yet come from its deliberations,
but as yet wvery little has been dome that
will help us along. One thing troubling
our settlers more than anything else is the
Federal tariff, particularly the tariff on wire
netting. At present wire nelting is re-
quired by a great many settlers to keep the
rabbits 1n check, and I should like to know
from the Minister what amount of this Sup-
ply we are asked {o pass will be available
to help the setilers in the fencing of their
properties. We have seen in the Press late-
ly a good deal respecting toxic paralysis. I
have made inquiries, but I cannot hear of
the same trouble occurring in the Eastern
States. However we know that through
poisoned carcases of rabbits being left about,
great Joss of stock has been sustained by
the faymers and settlers of Western Anuns-
tralia, and consequently many of them are
turning special attention to fencing. How-
ever, the Federal tariff and the Federal taxa-
tion make them feel it is hopeless to try to
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carry on, since they have to compete
in the outside world with other producers
who can get these necessary goods at very
much lower prices. Many of the wine-
makers in the Swan district purchase grapes
from the settlers, and they have told me
that whereas the fruit ¢an be purchased for
£5 per ton, the Commonwealth Government
cxtraets £16 for every ton of that fruit for
whieh the settler receives only £5. That is
a severe handicap on an industry which
would be very successful were it not for
that impesition,

Hon, G. W. Miles: How do yom arrive
at that figure?

Hon. V, HAMERSLEY: I bave not the
particulars here, but that it is correct I am
assured by a wine-maker, who tells me that
through the escise duty on a ton of fruit
when turned into brandy spirit for the pre-
servation of wines, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment extract a revenue of £16. Again,
we have all seen recently the wonderful
success achieved by Mr. Simpson of Karra-
gullen in open competition in London, That
gentleman for the third year in suceession
has won a special eup for the produection
of the best fruit sent to the London market.
Last year, the second year of his winning
the eup, a replica of the cup was sent to
Mr. Simpson, and he had to pay 28s. duty
on it. This yvear he has won the cup for
the third time, and so it will he forwarded
to him as bis property. However, he is
making inguiries as te what duty will be
chargeable on the eup itzelf when it arrives.
It is deplorable to think that a man who
has succeeded in produeing a first-class
article should thus he penalised for so doing.

Hon. W. J. Mann: For putting Australia
on the map! .

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Yes, for prov-
ing to the world that Australia can produce
the finest fruit in the world. It is an excel-
lent advertisement for Australia in general
and Western Australia in particular. It
is farcical that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should thus stand in our way, and it
is time they gave us a better opportunity
to do more with the money we expend, in-
stead of putting on embargoes against men
who are disposed to try to do their best
for the reputation of this State. How ean
we expeet young men to do their best in
that regard unless they get some encourage-
ment? As it is, there is a tendency for
many of them to leave the country distriets
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and come into the towns. T urge the Gov-
ernment to find more money for the various
country road hoards, if ouly because of the
difficulty those bodies have in collecting their
rents. I hope the Government will embark
upon & scheme under which more money
will be distributed to the country read
boards. In many instances, large sums of
money have been lavishly expended on main
roads, whereas many country road boards
bave not sufficient funds to ecarry ont re-
pairs to important roads in their respective
dgistriets. One reason for that is that o
many of their ratepayers have unavoidably
got into arrears with their rates. It is of
no use the Government saying that more
money must be raised from those people,
because the ratepayers are in serious diffi-
culties, and many of them are leaving their
districts and seeking sustenance in other
localities. For a long time past T have
heard serious complaints from country dis-
iricts of the treatment meted out by the
Government to the road hoards. and T hope
the new Government will help the local
authorities in keeping their roads in order.

Hon. G. Fraser: In other words, you want
the Government to pay the wages of road
board employees.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The Govern-
ment, I understand, are going to find a
large sum of money for the building of
the proposed new Perth-Fremantle-road.
It is said that the Government arc not find-
ing the money for the construction of that
road, but that the funds are being provided
out of metropolitan traffic fees. Tt seams
extraordinary to spend the enormous
sum per mile that I understand the construe-
tion of the road is fo cost. Tt is waste-
ful extravagance, no matter what fund is
drawn upon for the money. Tf it is to come
ont of traffic fees, there is a very good reason
for demanding that traffic fees be reduced.
A reduction of taxation of that kind would
be justified hecause, when an unnecessarily
large sum of money is extracted from motor
uzgers by way of traffie fees, there is always
a danger of its being squandered. [f it is
gpent rashly, numbers of people will be flock-
ing into the city in order to share in the dis-
tribution of the money. I sincerely hope
that the Government will not put any ob-
stacle in the way of the bulk handling scheme
being provided as speedily as possible, Last
vear Mr. T. Moore said his district did net
require bulk handling. He may have been
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speaking for farmers in the northern areas,
ht I can speak for the farmers in the pro-
vinee I represent, and I assure members that
the large number of wheatgrowers in my
provinee earnestly desire the scheme, and
want the very cheapest scheme that can be
provided. Those who are behind the scheme
are making no demands upon the Railway
Department for inercased costs or upon the
Government.  Any probability of grent ex-
penditure bheing required in that direction
scems to have heen overcome. A Jarge quan-
tity of wheat was shipped in bulk last
season, and every farmer who used the
scheme knows that it enabled him to effect
a very big saving. Other farmers are eager
and anxious to see the scheme extended in
order that they might participate in the
cheaper costs.

Hon. T. Moore: Did not I say that the
proposed scheme was not acceptable?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : I understood the
hon. member to say that the farmers in his
distriet did not want bulk handiing.

Hon, T. Moore: No, I said they did not
want the proposed scheme,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : The scheme was
operated at seven sidings last season, and it
is quite eapable of heing applied to a much
greater number of sidings, I hope the work
will be continued without interruption. It
is of the utmost importance to all owr
farmers that the saxings made possible by
bulk handling should be effected. The Gov-
ernment are not being asked to spend a large
sum of money, but they ean help in the mat-
ter, and T appesl to them to give all possible
assistance and enable the work to be pro-
ceeded with. When the Bulk Handling Bill
was dropped, I was informed that the im-
mediate effect was an extra cost to farmers
of 2d. per bag heeause of the increase im-
posed by the bag trade. The loss of that
Bill last scssion was a serious matter for the
farmers, who are now looking to the Govern-
ment For help in order that the secheme may
he extended without delay. I repeat that
the scheme involves the Government in neo
expense whatever, and surely the promoters
of the scheme should be allowed to carry out
the work as they desire at their own ex-
pense! The Government have not even heen
asked to give gunarantees.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Were not the Govern-
ment asked to provide storage at the port?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I do not think
s0. They were asked to give facilities. If
the Government are desivous of taking a
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hand in the scheme, their help will he wel-
comed. Those concerned are prepared to
provide storage at the port as well as in the
conntry. Because the late Government didl
not say yea or nay—mostly they said nay—
in regavd to sterage, the people bebind the
buik handling scheme have had to make their
own arrangements for storage at the port.
That involves extra handling costs. Those
additional costs are claimed to be a mere
bagatelle.  The promoters of the scheme are
prepared to provide storage at the port.

Mon. C. ¥. Baxter: The Government have
not rvefused them storage at the port.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : That is so, and
the Government have not attempted te give
them authority to ercet storage at the port.
Whatever s decided about storage at the
port, it iz to be hoped that the Government
will afford faeilities to provide it at the
wharl in order to keep down costs to the
farmers. There seems fo be a tendeney for
various firms to enter into ecompetition in the
matter of providing bulk handling faeilities.
That may bhe all vight; let them ail embark
on bulk handling schemes, if they so desire;
hat if too many difterent systems are in-
stalled at individnal sidings, the probability
is that the farmers will eventnally be worse
off and will not effeet the savings they
auticipated by operating their own scheme.
A majority of the farmers favour the one
scheme if they can get if. The Labour Party
have ruceeeded in gaining control of the
affairs of the Stute, and 1 look forward to
their doing their best work. The Chief
Sceretary has the confidence of members of
thi= House, and T hope he will enjoy a
sueeessful term of office, and that from time
to thne we shall be able to eongratulate him
and his colleagues on making a great suceess
of the government of the State.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[4.57]: [ should like to add my congratu-
lations to the Hon, Mr. Drew on his again
assuming the Leadership of the House.
Though I deplore the necessity fov if, in
the cireumstances we could have no better
appointment than his. I also eongratulate
Mpr. Kitson. When bis appointment was an-
nounced, T told him it was not exactly what
he deserved, bhut I do not think bhe quite
understood what I meant. What I meant
wag that, in my opinion, he deserved a full
portfolio and not an honorary Ministership.
Tlowever, perhaps at some future date he
may he granted a portfolio. I wixh also to add
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a few words, not only of personal opinion
but echoing the opinion of people 1 repre-
sent regarding the appointment of Sir James
Mitchell as Licut.-Governor. I believe that
it is one of the most popular appointments
ever made, despite the bickerings of a few
of the lesser lights in the Government party.
I take some eatisfaction from the fact that
up to dale none of the more responsible
members of that party have joined in the dis-
mal howl and undignified remarks made by
some of fhe party regarding the appoint-
ment.

Hon. .J. J. Holmes: Do not you think
Lthey should take some responsibility?

Hon, W, J. MANY: I have no informa-
tion on that point, but I feel that they pro-
bably had some knowledge of what was
done.

Hon. E. H. Harvis: Do not you think
that someone who veally has first hand in-
formation should make a statement on the
matier,

Ion, W. J. MANN: Perhaps that will
be done vet. T am not so mnch concerned
about what other people are doing as to
say I Dbelieve it is a very fifling reward
for a very distinguished man, and T am
sure he will fill the position worthily and
uphold the dignity of the office. We read
in this morning’s paper a statement atfri-
buted to the Minister for Employment,
wherein he outlined fhe scheme it was pro-
posed to follow in the future. We have
nothing nore than that statement to go by,
s0 it is hardly possible to analyse it fully.
I notice that the proposed expenditure is
at least double the amount that was spent
by the previous Government. I have no ob-
jeetion to that provided the money is wisely
spent, but 1 am somewhut anxious lest it
be expended injudiciously. There are all
sorts of ideas roneerning the raising of
wages quickly. I hope the time is not far
distant when the economic position of the
State will bring about an automatic inerease
of wages. We should proceed cau-
tiousty with the idea of fuli-time work
and bhasic wage rates when most of
the money must either come from loan,
or be extorted from the pockets of the rest
of the eommunity, who are having a rela-
tively bad time themselves. There are many
people in this State who, although they are
keeping smiling faces and endeavouring
to appear contented, are having a very lean
time. I am a little fearful lest we may



[27 JuLy, 1933.]

in the near future find the Government cow-
ing down with some extremely disagreeable
taxation proposals, and being told that un-
less we pass such measures we arve pgoing
to take the bread out of the mouths of un-
emploved. I frust that the Government in
their attempt to reliove an unforfunate posi-
tion will remember that there are many peo-
ple whose vircumstances are anything but
satisfactory. T do not know how the Gov-
ernment view this problem of unemploy-
ment, hut apparently they look unpen it as
#  permanency. 1 infer that from the
action which has Leen taken to set up quite
a large-sized organisation in that part of
the old town hall buildings occupied by the
Tourist and other departments. I should
have thought, and I think members will
agree with me, that in a situation like this,
which we all trust is only temporary, noth-
ing but temporary accommodation would
be necessary. T believe quite a2 lof of the
accommodation is, however, heing set aside,
that the large room oceupied by the Electoral
Department is to be turned into a board
room, and that we are to see quite a fair-
sized departmental organisation set up. All
this may be justified, but I was bopeful
that the ruestion would be dealt with in 2
manner that would not necessitate the ex-
penditure of a great deal of monev. I
may be misinformed, but { have been told
that the alterations to the buildings will cost
about £600. That is a fairly bigr sum to
spend in this direction. If the cxpenditure
was fo cover space for the aeccommodation
of a permanent department, one would not
have so much lo say, but to spend the
moneyr  for this puarpose seems to be
unwarranted. 1 notice that the Gov-
ernment are providing for the relief of
about 14,000 men. I understood a few
months ago that the Labour Party under.
took, when assuming office. materially to re-
duce the number of unemploved within a
few weeks, and that instead of the figures
going up they would come down, This has
not vet oecurred. It seems, as a result of
the estimale put forward by the Government
and the arrangements they are making to
cope with the situation, that they anticipate
an even greater number of uuemploved.
Amongst the 14,000 persons affected are in-
clnded about 4,000 single men. I com-
mend the Government for their attention
to the latter. In the past many -ingle men
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have had to suffer considerable hardships.
I know quite a number of decent young
men who are anxious to work but have been
unable to obiain cmployment. In many
cases their parents have also been unem-
ploved, and vet they have been unable to get
even the meagre sum of 7s. a week which
was granted in exceptional cases. I am
speaking of the vountry districts, hecause I
am not so familiar with the situation in the
city, FEven to-day many young juen are
unable to get any measure of assistance.
This is having a very serious effect on their
minds. 1 was in the unfortunate position
during the weck end of hearing several young
men discussing the trend of world events.
I gathered from their modernistic ideas that
there wns a Teeling in their minds that was
not good. They had renched the stage
when they believed that the temporary
pbase through which we ave passing was a
permanent one. I was sorry to think that
as a result of the unfortunate cireumstances
through which these young fellows were
passing there was being forced upon them
an undesirable complex. I hope the Gov-
ernment will go carefully into the matter
and sec that the men get reasonable relief,
particalarly in cases which can be sub-
stantinted as deserving of Thelp. The
Government scheme is handed to wus, in
the words atiributed to the Minister for
Employment, as one for the solution of
the problem of the restoration of the pur-
chasing power of the workers of the world.
I do not know whether the word “worker”
wias used by desizn or accident.  Rather
than that onme section should have heen
single? ouf, I should have preferred tu sec
the word “people” used. “Worker” seems to
anvour of a elass idea, which I hope is not in
the minds of the Government.

The IMMonorary Minister; Ave we tot all
workers?

Hon, W. J. MANN: Not when one wants
to get work done in certain divections. We
are told that unless a man has a nnion ticket
he cannot he ealled a worker.

Flon. E. H. Gray: A man cannot work
in your business without a ticket,

Hon. W. .J. MAXXN: Many people are
doing so. There should he no har of that
kind to a man getting work. Tt is purely
and simply class.

Hon. E. . Gray: Lawvers and doctors
will not tell you that.
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Hon. W. J. MANN: Mr. Gray may be an
authority on lawyers and doctors. The ouly
ticket the lawyer and doctor gets is the ticket
from the University showing his standard
of ability. I am sure that in many cases a
union ticket does not show the standard of
ability of the holder. So long as a man
ean put up his 255, he gets a fticket
whether he can do any work or not.
I do not think the hon. member’s analogy
holds good. 1 want to see all sections dealt
with fairly. If the Government will work
to that end they will have no better sup-
porter than 1 shall be. It is fair to point
out these things at the beginning and object
to any question of class. Arrangements are
being made {o house the Tourist Department
in Hayv-street. I hoped the Government
would take advantage of that site and do a
little more in the way of advertising our
tonrist resources. We seem to have no real
conception 'of what the tourist business
means to any country. I have quoted fisures
on many oceasions showing the colossal
amount that has been spent in the past in
this form of travel. In this State we
have quite a number of excelient tourist
resorts, to which people should be encour-
aged to wo instead of spending their holiday
money elsewhere. I hope the Government
will do something in the direction of re-
building Cave House at Yallingup. I con-
demned the previous Government for neg-
lecting this work., Cave House was burnt
down and a portion of the insurance money
expended mpon it. I said last year that
£1,000 had been spent, and was told that
it liad gone in refurnishing. I have been
unable to see where that money was spent.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Was not the insur-
ance money paid and taken into revenue?

Hon. W. J. MANN: I believe it was put
into a trust fund, less the amount expended
for the replacement of cutlery and croek-
ery.

Hon. J. Cornell: Perhaps it was credited
to the trust fund bunt spent in other direc-
tions.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Possibly that is so.
I think every member who has wvisited the
Cave House will appreciate the faet that
it is a beautiful place. In its present con-
difion, however, one would hesitate to ask
visitors, especially those from overseas, to
gn there. I hope the Government will do
something in this matter. Tt is well war-
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ranted ; the place is well conducted,
and given ordinary facilities would
certainly Dbecome a revenue producer.

True, I am not keen on enterprises con-
ducted by the State; but I believe that Cave
House, as regards its eonduct, furnishes an
exception, the managers having been most
careful. There have been no excesses, and
no grounls for complaint, as has been the
case in other guarters., 1f the Governme:nt
eannot see their way clenr to expend the
amount of money necessary to bring the
place into reasonable, habitable repair, their
best course would be to lease it. Something
needs to be done. Next I wish to make an
appeal on behalf of muny country peopls,
ineluding some in the group seftlements, ve-
garding veterinary advice and assistance.
The Agricultural Bank, so far as I know, has
only one veterinary officer, who is stationed
at Margaret River—Colonel Le Souef. That
gentleman iz supposed to furnish veterinary
assistance throughout the entire system.
Thongh not provided with any means of
transport except the train service, he it ex-
pected to travel 150 miles to Pemberten,
and to make other journeys all over
the South-West of the Lkind whieh
are impossible for any man to accom-
plish.  There is a dearth of quali-
fied veterinary surgeons in  Western
Australia, and until quite recently T had the
impression that this shortage was due to an
all-round scarcity of veterinary surgeons.
1 am informed, however, hy the hizhest
veterinary cireles that fhat view is not cor-
reet, and that the reason for the sparsity of
ynalified men in this State lies in the fact
that no encouragement is given them to come
here. T suggest to the Minister controlling
the Agrieultural Department that he inquire
what is done in the Bastern States. There,
I helieve, veterinary clubs exist, the farmers
paying annual subscriptions and the Gov-
ernment  subsidising  those receipts so
that the farmers may get a fully qualified
veterinary surgeon to reside in thelr midst
and render the assistance whieh is so highly
necessary. It would he difficnit to com-
pute the loss which has been incurred
by our Agricultural Bank through the want
of provision in this direction. Hundreds
of valuable animals have perished simply
owing to the fact of no veferinary assistance
being obiainable. T desire to congratulate
the Minister for Railways on his proposal
1o expend money on the upkeep of the State
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railway system. It is guite true that through
what may be termed enforced neglect, much
of the railway equipment is in a bad way.
Withoui labouring the guestion, let me ex-
press the bope that the Government will sei
aside such funds as are needed to allow the
Minister to do the work. I am glad to know
the Government have at last realised that
the Bunbury harhour is worthy of much
nore attention than it has received in the
past. I believe the (foverpment intend fo
put in hand some highly necessary works
there. At the same time they should
go into the question of cold storage at Bun-
bury, and see whether something ¢annot he
done to improve local shipping facilities by
the erection of a cold storage depot at the
port. In one part of the South-Western
Province there is an agitation for a short
line of railway te connect Collic with Dar-
danup, using the old Millars line for the
purpose. It is claimed that if that were
done the heavy expense necessitated by haul-
age over the present railway would be ob-
viated. I commend the investigation of the
project to the Government. T am told that
if it were put into effect, it would materially
improve the position in regard to trans-
porting the coal output of Collie.

On motion by Hon. J, M. Maefarlane,
debate adjourned.

BILL—GOVERNMENT TRAMWAYS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [5.23] in moving the second
reading said: As far back as 1912 it was
recognised that the time might come when
the Commissioner for Railways would re-
quire, in the interest of his department, ad-
junets to the tramway system; and, in an
amendment of the Tramways Aet passed
that year, power was taken to meet, as far
as could then be foreseen, the position which
was likely to arise. The amendment to which
I have referred has never been availed of,
but the progress of seience has led to a new
development in methods of traffic which the
Commissioner desires to utilise in the inter-
ests of economy and without impairment of
efficiency. 1 refer to the electric trolley
bus, whieh has proved so successful in other
parts of the world, and which the previ-
ous Government decided fo introduce here.

[6]
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The purpose of the Bill is to amend See-
tion 21 of the Government Tramways Aet,
1912, in order to enable the Commissioner
of Railways to run motor buses in con-
junction with the Government tramway sys-
tem. Tt was recently decided to institute an
electric trolley bus service between East
Perth and West Leederville; and as an elee-
trie trolley omnibus is not a similar vehicle
to a motor omnibus, it is necessary to amend
the Tramways Aet in order fo give statufory
anthority to the Commissioner of Railways
to operate such a system in conjunction with
the existing tramway service and to make
and enforee snitable by-laws to control such
a system. East Perth was formerly served
by a branch of the existing tramway sys-
tem, but the track hecame worn out, and
it was eonsidered that the cost of relaying
it, together with road maintenance, would
not be justified in view of the small amonnt
of traffic offering. It was then decided to
institnte the trollev bus system.

It was considered that this system would
be more advantageous to the State than a
motor omnibus system inasmuech as it would
he run by electric power produced at the
Govermnent power station at East Perth.
As Collie coal is used for the production
of this power, we will thus be able to pro-
vide a certain measure of additional em-
ployment and at the same fime keep the
money in the State, whereas with motor
buses the fuel unsed has to be imported,

Hon, members will no doubt be interested
to learn what has been the experience else-
where in regard to trolley buses. In Eng-
land they have grown in popularity since
they were first used, about 12 years ago. I
will give some figures in reference to the
matter, taken from the returns of the Sta-
tistical Department of the Minister for
Transport, covering the ten wyears 1921-22
to 1931-32—

TROLLEY BUS ROUTE MILES.

!
I Route .\[ilcs‘

- Car Miles | Passengers
Year. Operated. Run. Carried.
1621-22 47 l 1,374,444 | 9,879,730
1031-32 256 i 19,739,000 } 184,373,000

In the United States of America trolley
buses have found favour, and there are, in
operation to-day, 135 wmiles of route opened
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for traflic. From Mr. C. J. Spencer’s paper
“Electric Trolleyv Omnibuses,” read in Lon-
don on the 30th April, 1933, I quote the
following—

About a year ago a questionaire was gent to
all the trolley bhus wndertakings in the Btates,
inviting information regarding costs and rev-
enue and the attitude of the public towards
the services, With one exception the returns
showed either that there had been an actual
increase in revenue on the trolley bus services
compared with the previous year, or that the
deercase in revenne was far less than on see-
tions operated by motor buses or tramecars.
Every operator was emphatie in stating that
the trolley bus was by far the most popular
type of vehicle,

The London United Tramways ave operat-
ing trolley huses over one of their routes
which was previously a strect tramway. This
is a sunbsidiary company of the London
Underground and London General Omni-
bus Company under the chairmanship of
Lord Ashfield, who is also chairman of the
London Jassenger Transport Board. These
are the lalest figures available for one year—

Route miles 17; trolley bus mile run, 2,449,
017; passengers carried, 26,887,817,

Birmingham operates a large trolley bus ser-
viee, and has recently placed a further order
for 50 Leyland trolley buses. The Wolver-
hampton Corporation has entirely aban-
doned tramways and have turned to trolley
buses. The same applies to Ipswich. Hast-
ings and Noitingham propose to do the
game. The trolley bus has been adopted in
most instanees tn place of relaying worn out
tracks and to permit of the use of a vehicle
that can pick up passengers from the foot-
path and set them down similarly.  The
silent running of trolley buses in place of
tram cars, has caused their general demand
in large cities. Another point to be iaken
into consideration is that they are able to
negotiate in and out of traffic. They do not
require the same amount of roadway ex-
clusively for their use. The trolley bus is
silent in operation and causes no smell or
danger from fire. Highly inflammable fuel,
which is always a source for danger in an
accident, is not carried. With the trolley
bus system in Perth, loecal coal will be
used and employment given {o miners
whereas with petrol or crude oil, the fuel
has to he imported. This in itself is an
important eeconomic factor in countries not
possessing oil as their local fuel. It has
been stated that each trolley bus in service
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means employment for one coal miner.
This in the aggregate, is no doubt true when
we consider the number of hands & ton of
coal passes through from the coal face to
the power station boilers, The relative cost
«f operating trolley and petrol buses re-
spectively is—

Trolley hus, 12.21d. per bus mile; petrol bus,
12.83d. per bus mile.

I am informed by the General Manager of
the Electricity Supply Department that the
favour with whieh this new form of trans-
port is viewed in London is sueh that on
the routes of the London General Omni-
bus Company over which trolley and petrol
buses operate, people allow the petrol buses
to pass in order to ride in the trolley buses.
Another recommendation the trolley bus has
is that by virtue of its being electrically
driven, it has all the advantages of silent

and clear running and none of the
disadvantages of the bus driven by
internal combustion engines. The ecost

for a trolley bus system compared with
framways, assuming two  vehicles to
be run, is estimated to be £15,250 for the
tramways and £3,650 for the trolley buses.
The following table indicates how this re-
sult is arrived at:—

Tramways—Permanent way per mile, £9,500;

two tram cars, £5,000; overhead line, £7560;
total, £15,250.

Trotley Buses—Permanent way per mile, nil;
two buses, £4,400; overhead line, £1,25C; total,
£5,650.

Hon. 1.. B. Bolton: Does that estimate
for the trolley buses include the body?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: These par-
ticulars are given to me as covering the
whole eost.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Can you tell me
how mueh the loeal body will cost as
against the imported cost? I understand
that one bus has been imported complete
and the other had to have a body provided
locally.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T have
given the House the total cost of the trams
and the two buses and T understand they
cover the whole cost.

Hon. J. T. Franklin: Ts any reference
made in the estimate to the cost of main-
tenace and repairing the rToads?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. The
Perth City Council will probahly do that
work. I think I have said enough to show
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the Mitchell Government acted very wisely
in introducing the trolley bus system, I
move—

That the Bill be now real a second fime.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Suburban) 5.40]: 1 support the
second reading of the Bill, but I am not
altogether impressed by the story the Min-
ister has told regarding the trolley buses.
I realise that, compared with the tram-
way service we have to-dny, the trolley
buses have many advantages. They are
mobile and sure to be much more silent
in operation than the trams. They are
also of advantage beeause they are not so
costly to instal. 1 look at the matter from
another standpeint, which has not been
mentioned by the Minister. [ wish some-
thing could have been done some years ago
so that a very fine body of men could have
been freed from the harassing they have
experienced for some time. They helped
to open up the outer portions of the met-
ropolitan area, and it is a pity that they
should have been so handicapped by re-
strictive regulations, whiech became mnot
only a sonrce of embarrassment to the pro-
prietors of charabanes but to the public as
well. T trust that if the trolley bus sys-
tem proves successful, the present regmla-
tions will be removed and there will be a
‘tfree-go’’ for everyone who can seclre a
license for the transport of passengers.
The traffic fees are sufficiently heavy with
regard to the charabanes, but they at least
give the proprietors of thore conveyances
an opportunity to build up their businesses,
maintain exeellent services, and provide
work for a large number of people. The
charabanc service between Ferth and Fre-
mantle has grown to a wonderful degree
during the past few years, in compelition
with Government-run coneerns, and that
indicates that the business men eoncerned
have the brains and ability to make a sue-
cess of the nndertaking. 1 would sooner
suopport a hody of men with initiative be-
hind them in the running of such concerns
than I would a monopoly such as the
tramway service undoubiedly is. The
charabanes have provided a muech more
frequent service than was otherwise avail-
able to the public by means of Govern-
ment-run concerns, and surely we must
recognise that the tramway system, as we
know it, is obsolete. Should new distriets
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be opened up and transport services be
required, then I trust that, if the trolley
systemm  between Leederville and [East
Perth proves successful, it will be ex-
tended to sueh centres. I hope that in
future, when the husiness people have
made & success of such services, the Gov-
ernment will not tell them to clear out and
hand over their busines: to the State. I
hold no hrief for the charabane people and
I bave not discussed this matter with them.
I have been associated with various depu-
tations regarding the trallic regulations,
and [ know the injustice that has been
experienced by people who have heen ren-
dering a service to the publie without any
financial assistance from the Government.
The trolley bus service should be suitable
for the requirements of the people in the
metropolitan area. While the Leader of
the House bhas quoted figures, he has not
told us exaetly how the huses compare
with the tramway system as we know 1t
For that reason I was not very much im-
pressed by the figures the Minister sub-
mitted. I believe that the two trolley
buses that will be in commission are lux-
urious vehicles and will be appreciated by
the people who will use them. Perhaps
Mr. Franklin, in his capacity as Lord
Mayor of Perth, will remember that 14 or
15 years ago the City Council discussed
the question of installing trolley buses and
T should have imagined thai, had they
proved the sucecess the Minister has indi-
cated, even greater results would have
been shown by this time. If the system
has Dbeen so sucecessful elsewhere, why has
it not been adopted by the Government be-
fore? I take it the Superintendent of
Tramways would have some knowledge of
this method of transportation., It seems
to me to indicate a lack of interest in the
people’s welfare, if the trolley bus svstem
is so suceessful elsewhere, that it has not
been introduced before. I hope it will not
be long hefore the buses are in operation,
and that if we have to import the chassis
for the extension of the scheme, private
enterprise will have an opportunity to
compete for the construction of the bodies.

On motion by Hon. J. T. Franklin, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjorrned at 6.3 p.m.



